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developments, boeially these traders and craftsmen belonged
to a middle class of which the great majority could only live
by the work of their hands. Non-citizens were interspersed
in large numbers among the citizens, and there was no social
gap between the citizens and those who formed the bulk of
the foreigners, the Greek metics. This is true for both the
upper and lower middle-classes, for the wealthy and highly-
esteemed merchants and owners of large workshops no less
than for the poor retailers, artisans and workmen They were
all, more or less, of the same type of petty citizen.
The slaves, with the exception of the domestic slaves, took
over from the free men a part, but not a very large part, of
the work to be done If individual slaves rose to wealth and
even social esteem, they did so merely by reason of exceptional
intelligence and initiative In fact, some of the slaves injected
new blood and new ideas into economic life, but on the whole,
slaves did not alter in any essential way the economic position
of the citizens
A community in winch the difference between nobles and
non-nobles was no longer quite real, and that between rich
and poor, though on the increase, was for some time to come
of no decisive consequence, represented as a social body a
comparatively uniform body, a single unit, the unit of a middle
class. Political equality helped to safeguard the unity of the
social body, and the farmers, too, belonged to this middle class
which at once resulted from, and sustained, the Kleisthenic
order and the type of citizen which this order had produced.
Much of the opposition to democracy was due to the desire
of making political life decent and clean. There were a few
idealists, or at least honest politicians, who aimed at a better
state of affairs in domestic and also in imperial and foreign
policies. Theramenes was perhaps one of them But the
majority of the oligarchic leaders and most likely also of their
followers who were members of the hetatnai^ were little better
than desperados and gangsters. That became quite obvious
in the upheavals of 411 and 404, which were not attempts of
an upper class to regain power The oligarchs, intent on
overthrowing democracy, were a mixed lot, neither a true
aristocracy nor a class of the well-to-do. These were not
simply social or economic revolutions, it was political strife
heralding the break-up of the political community.